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in agriculture, in finance, in salesmanship, in education, in adminis-
tration, she was threatening to be more than a competitor of
German industry. She had been paying her bills to outside
creditors, always on time. She had balanced her budget. She had
maintained a stable currency. She could command all the credit
she cared to receive in the outside world. With buoyant self con-
fidence she had been reaching out far and wide for markets. Batya
had gone to all the corners of the world with his shoes and he
hoped in time to sell other products to the people who were
already buying his shoes. Skoda was known all over the world and
so was Pilsen beer. More, this little land of Slavs, always merely
a pawn in the hands of power politics, and in subjection to a
German nation, was actually dreaming of the time when through
internal economic development she could provide a comfortable
standard of living for 40 million people, a population almost as
large as that of France. If 15 million could show so much defiance,
40 million would be utterly unmanageable!

Above everything else Czechoslovakia had a strong military
machine, all the more menacing because of the alliance she had
concluded with Russia and France. With her industrial com-
petence, her financial strength, her superb armament industry, with
patents for weapons which no other country possessed, with an
army including the reserves of two million men, with the natural
mountain frontiers in the rim of her territories, with the network
of Maginot lines within these frontiers and farther back, with all
these elements of strength at her disposal, Czechoslovakia was not
only a political and economic but military hindrance to Hitler's
passionately proclaimed Drang nach Qsten*

To the Czech the real reason for Nazi Germany's concentrated
and desperate attack on his country was its political, economic
and military strength. Not a Czech I had met but viewed the
conflict between his country and Germany not in terms of minority
rights, which could always be compromised and settled to every
one's advantage, but of power politics. To me, neither the logic
nor the humanity of this attitude was subject to dispute, and
because the people in Czechoslovakia had universally shared it, not
as a theory but as an axiom in international politics, they had re-
solved to thwart any efforts to break up their geographical